SOME NEW BOOKS.

Tr'h."alr*al axplanation ia, of course, largely
, m—— | conjectural, end is apt to fail us just when

The Newer Spirltusaiism, | we need it most, Moreover, it Ija Myors's |
The general public, though undoubtadly  contention that the subterrranean con-
much interestod in paychic phenomena | seiousness contains psychical facts which
and the inferences to ba drawn therefrom. | yea not also brain facts, that is, psychical
has neither the requisite loisure nor the | facts which have no correlates in what
raquisite axperienco to devoin to that in- | wa know as the material world: and it is
tricate subjact, which demands prolonged  wasior to appraise the evidence for the ex-
and consecutive atudy and a complete | jgonce of such paychioal facts than to
survay of the fisld,  Tharefora we must | uttempt to prove or disprove the existence
walcoma a volumae from sich an open | of any cerebral processes corresponding

rindad and honest expert asthelate Mr. |
Yuask Ponsone on The Newer Spiritual= |
iem (Henry Holt and Gompany ), in the full |
sasurancn that we may profitably consider
his conclusions, At any rate, wa shall
not thereby errin tho dirsction of overs [
cradulity [
1

The Lshiaf in intarcourse with the npirulf
of the dead. savs Mr. Podmore, may be
maid to bagin in modern times with Swe-
denborg,  Prior 1o histime indecd alchem-
iste and magicians believed themsolves to
have opened up communication with the
warld of apirits; but the entities with
whotn thoy camoe into contact ware con-
caived as of creatires of the alements, or
wpiritual “ beings parasitic on mankind
Again, throughomt the Middle Ages the
faithful found in witcheraft, in epileptic
attacks and in various epidemic visita-
tiona among religious communitios irre-
fragable proof of spirit intervention. Hut
the spirita concernad in such intervention
saam rarely, if ever, to have had a human
origin assigned to them: they were re-
gardad not as the souls of dead men and
women but as divine emissaries or as min.
istara of the powers of darkness

The Swedish seer in his trances, how-
avar, professed to speak with the mighty
dead of all ages. Trances of like char-
acter to his own were found to oceur in
monnection with the practice of animal
magnetiam; and in the first half of the
nineteenth century “magnatie® clair-
vovants in every civilized country claimed
to hold converse with those who had
passad beyond the barrier of death and
to raveadl the secrots of thespiritual world
As the practioe of mesmerism spread it
was found that the hability to fall into
trances, and with it the power of holding
communication with the spirit world, was
not a privilege confined, as the Sweden-
horgians would have it, to a few chosen
sonls, or aven necessarily associated
with any marked preeminence in moral
or intellectual endowment. The physi-
mal manifestations which began in the
United States in 1848 with rappings and

|tion reom,

with them

That is the point 1o which Mr. Podmore

now proceeds to direct his argunment.
.
n.

Argument in thia region may, no doubt,
be helped by analogy. The human mind,
then, may he compared with a house, of
which consciousness serves as the recep-
At the stage of evolution
which our hypothetical dwelling has
reached the single primitive apartment,
which served for eating, sleeping and
living in, has disappearsd, and separate
roomns have been assigned for these several
functions. In such & house search in
the attics or lumber room might bring to
light now and again curious and anti-
quated things, some of them even now
good enough for the drawing room. But
groping in the dust bin after jewels would
be likely to prove unprofitable. And
fow houses contain & secret treasure
chamber. Nevertheless, it is to the
kitchen and the dustbin more often than
to the treasure chamber that expeditions
into the suboonscious lead the investi-
gator. When we pasas out of the reception
room of consciousness we find chaotic
memories; definite enlargements of some
particular rense; very generally a marked
heightening of the piotorial imagination,
amounting frequently to hallucination;
and, furthermore, the patient in the hyp-
notic trance often aocquires new powers
over the organism, insensibility to pain
being the most familiar example of this.
In all this it Is permissible to conjecture
that we are reverting to a more primitive
stage of cousciousness, that we are re-
gaining partial controlover organie prooe-
wsson which have long since escaped the
guidance of civilized man.

There are other remarkable powers
occasionally associated with these sub-
confcious states which are of & more
doubtful interpretation. But it is on the
most dubious matters of all, the supposed
existence of a group of transcendental
faculties, 1elepathy, clairvovance pre-
cognition and the like, that Myers in the

the like spread to Europe, and for a few
vears the movement remainel at its
yvenith. Then it rapidly deelined, the

last analys=is based his belief in the soul's
immortality. It is hardly necessary to

decline being hastened Ly the increased
attention given by medical men and
others to the obscure mental states from
which the belief in the first instance had
its rise.  In the decade of 15%0 to 1590 the
helief i intercourse with spirits of the
dead seemed rapidly  approaching its
death.  The renswed vigor of the move-
ment during the last twenty vears is
darived mainly from three sources: the
tranee  revelations  of  the  American
medium, Mrs. Piper; the physical mani
festations of the ltalinn medinum, Fusapia
Palladino, and the labors in interpreting
and correlating these and other mani-
festations undertaken for many vears
by the late Fredervick W Ho Myers, the
results of which were gathersd together
in the two massive volumes of his “Human
Parsonality.”

In this lus posthumous work Myers does
not disdain whatever support may be de-
riveud from the trance utterances and the
physical phenamena,  But in both direc-
tions che material has been so multiplied
since his death that the bulk of Mr. Pod-

sy that these faculties have not yet heen
admitted to the rights of eitizenship in
the republic of science, though one of
them has filed a petition of naturalization.
Firat, as to telepathy, arguing from ex-
perimental results alne, we are not yet
wastified in claiming for it a transcendental
{origin, even if we ndmit it a8 & fact io
| nature.  For esampls, in the large class
lof phenomena of which the common
stories of apparitions at the time of death
may be taken as the type the apparition
#=en is purely subjective; it is only the im-
| pu'se, arising in & vague, massive feeling
fof the agent's personality that caused it
to be projected, which can clnim a source
1"\u-mu| 1o the percipient s mind. (‘on-
{sidered Ly themseives these apparitions
| hardly carry weight enongh to count: it
| is only because of their presumed kinship
Iwilh the manifestations of experimental

telepathy that they have any claim to be |

heard at all. But Myers's procedure was
' to bagin the building up of his theory with
| the more sensational and dubious phe-
{nomena and work backward to those
{ which are simpler and better attested,

mora's hook is devoted 1o s discussion | The evidence in the cases of clairvoyance, “
The nine vears which have elapsed since | precognition, retrocognition and other

work have
sirengthen his posi-

Podmore.  Briefly,

the publication of Myers's
hrought nothing o
tion,  declares  Mr

Myaors essayed 10 hft the whola problem |

of man's immortality to a higher lavel
and propounded an argnment of far wider
scope, whosa cogency we are hardly yer
In A position accuralely to ostimate

To the older philosophers the mind of

transeendental modes of perception is

Cvery mich weaker even than for telep- | jlar marvels were recorded, it is true, of

athy, Mr Podmore has esamined all

called “clairvovanee at eclose guarters.”

he vision of objects enclosed in hoxes or

't
1 placed behind sereens and so on, and after | yydacity
! waighing it he has found it wanting in ' kinds, the partial and the complete
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constituted a powerful auxiliary to hinI!hn\‘ we have to deal not with one new
psychic powers (whatever they may really | force but with many, We are not justi-
have been) in that it enabled him to effect | fiad in doing more than casting a glance
thatdistraction of observers at thecritical {al such a possibility before we have at
moment which is practised by all mediums J any rate attempted to find a cheapersolu-
without arousing suspicion. It is quite tion alsawhers,
posaible that his immunity from detection | Now, in all the cases befors 1s we have
depended largely upon this factor. At these two conditions favoring sense de-
any rate, he was blessed with wonderfully | eeption, an imperfect light and the in-
suggestiblo and favorably disposed in-!tention on the part of the performer to
vestigators; so much may be asserted |mislead, In Home's case, and in most
without running the risk of offending the ' cases of so-called spirit manifestations,
suscoptibilities of the most devout be- | we have, moreover, another factor proba-
liever. He was aided, moreover, by the [bly more favorable than either of them,
great wave of exalted emotion, partly | the exaltations of the emotions, especially
religious, partly arising from the personal | of the religious emotions, as already men-
affections, which swept through the |tioned; and emotional exaltation is by
sdance room; the [gospel of spiritualism | far the most potent of all the factors in in-
carrid men away from their fooling on  ducing sense deception. Perwonally Mr.
the‘nnhd earth. Podmore finds no difficulty whatever in
Fifty vears ago very littie was known |ospldnlng the whole of ghe recorded feats
about suboonsclous mensal action and |of levitation, whether of Home, Gordon,
messages coming through automatic writ- | Fusapia or Stainton Moses, as simply in-
ing or from the lips of mediums were ao- | stances of a rather crude sense deception;
cepted At their face value. ‘The mkﬂl‘||n|l he finde more difficulty in applying
often became the prey of his own fond |that explanation to the phenomena of
imaginings, the dupe of the self below {#longation and of the red hot coal per-
the threshold. Cunningly phrased spirit | forinance. We don't quite see how some
messages were part of the stock in trade | of the things were done, he concludes,
of all the tribe. But Home overtopped |and we leave the subject with an almost
them all to such an extent that.we are | painful sense of bawiderment; but to say
often compelled to wonder who'hnr he | that because we eannot understand some
really could on ocoasion read the minds ! of the feats therefore they must have
of his sitters, as Mrs. Piper appears to | been die to spirits or psychic foroe is
donow, At any rate Home, moving in :merbly an opiate for the uneasiness of
his ordinary life as.an intimate friend of ! suspended judgment, a refuge from the
the persons to whom he gave his séances, | trouble of thinking.
hayj exceptional opportunities of acquir- -y
ing useful information. If Home were 1v.
playing a part he played it as né6 man! The whole subject of Eusapia Palladino,
ever played before, He was an artist, | the Neapolitan peasant medium, has been
in the common phrase, to the tips of those | ko recently and so exhaustively discussed
ddh'li_e and all too oapable fingers. A |in the Amerioan journals that it is not
charming social companion. he won and | pecessary to devote much space to it hers
kept the personal affection and esteem except by way of registering Mr. Pod-
of _lll those with whom he came into!mope's conclusions ns an indispensable
intimate relations, from Lord Adare and | preliminary to considering his discussion
Sir William Crookes to Mr. Cox of Cox's | of “The Nature of the Problem” and the
Hotel in Jermyn street. “Under the cir-| = Medinmship of Mrs. Piper.” and of other
cumstances.” comments Mr. Podmore, “it | persons, and kindred topies which con-
is not to be wondered at that Home was | stitute Book 11.
never convicted of trickery. In hia ca- The most elaborate , investigation of
pacity of distinguished guest he could | Kusapin’'s phenomena undertaken by Con-
not only select his sitters  but appoint | tinental experimenters is that conducted
their place at the table, At this tlme, in by the Institut Génédral Paychologique of
any case, there was little risk of public | Puris.  Forty-three sittings in all were

exposure. The time of smudgal muslin, | held in the successive vears 1805, 1908,
spirit lamps and false beards had vet to | 1907.  Of the investigators the best
core. The practitioners of the period | known were M. and Mme. Curie. The

{used little apparatus, preferring to rely [ verdiet of that committes was, in brief,

for their effects on their own deftness | that Fusapia indulged in fraud; but they
o_l hand aud foot, helped Ly the imagina- | concluded that this was readily explic-
tion of their clients * Home was cer-

1911.

that fraud should be the sole explanation
of the revelations made in trance and auto-
matic writing.
would in ordinary circumstances be called
fraud, plays some part in the resulta he
does not doubt. The word “fraud” is not
happily chosen: play acting or make be-
lieve would more nearly express, in typical
cases, the meaning to be conveyed. A
trance medium is, ex hypothesi, in an ab-
normal condition; and there are other in-
dications that the dissociation of con-
sciousness frequently involves impaired
moral control. Inusing the word “fraud®
therefore in this connection we do not
necessarily imply a higher degree of moral
responsibility than when we pass judg-
ment on the play acting of a child. Con-
juring tricks and sham telepathy seem to
be merely a part of the automatio romance.

It is easy to recognize the prubability
of such an explanation in the case of many
Uerman sonnambules, sickly neurotics
whose paychiocal instability was accom-
panied by or perhaps rather based upon
strious physical defliciencies and anomal-
inn. It in more difficult to apply the same
measure to the case of & highly educated
and apparently healthy and normal Eng-
lishian like Stainton Moses, who was a
graduate of Oxford, for some years a
clergyman of the Church of England and
English master in University College
School. In the prima of life he developed
into a apirit medium of the most advanced
kind, wrote “inspirational” discourses and
books and delivered messages purport-
ing to come from the dead. Most of his
clairvoyant revelations can be shown to
be reproductions of recent obituary no-
tives in the newspapers and other pub-
lished material. The few instances which
have not yet been traced to such readily
accesaible wources cannot certainly be
relied upon as indicating supernormal
faculty. Mr. Podmore's view of Moses's
physical phenomena is that the latter en-
forced the lessons of inspirational ser-
mons by means of parlor tricke parading
as miracles. In any case he was ab-
pormal, either as being ponsessed of non-
normal powers as a physical medium or
paychologically so that he was enabled to
reconcile his speech with his actions,

Our author sums up the whale matter,
hoth as regards the professional mediums
and the chief private clairvoyants and
automatists who have placed their ser-
vices gratuitously at the disposal of the
Society of Peychical Research in these
terms: ‘The presumption of honesty
based upon the character and conduct of
| waking life counts for nothing in the case

But that fraud, or what |

tainly no exception to this rule, declures
Mr. Podmore. His manifestations did
not altogether escape the challenge of
science, however. After narrating the
details of an nvestigation our author
sums up the medium's attitude Ly the
remark that by the simple device of doing
nothing when the conditions were un-
favorable Home could insure that avery-
thing should be urranged to suit his pur-
pose; and he possessed this inestimable
advantage over the ordinary conjurer
that after managiug to concentrate the
attention of the audience upon the wrong
points he could fail as often as he chose
without discredit. Mr. Podmore's ver-
dict is that it seems possible to explain
the great bulk of the marvels recorded to
Home by & combination of trickery on
the one side and unconscious misinter-
pretation on the other. Nevertheless it
still remaina difficult to understand how
the investigators of a4 generation ago
could have been deceived, and repearedly
deceived, by devices so crude

Yat even so. there area few manifesta-
tions witiessed in Home's presence which
the hypothesis of simple trickery does not
seem 1o fit. The chief of these marvels,
levitation, «longation and the fire ordeal.
do not belong to the ordinary repertory
of the spirit mediums then or later  Sim-

other mediums: but Home certainly car

the hest available svidence for what 8 ried thease feats 1o a greater pitch of per

fection than higrivals, and exhibited them
with greater fréquency and with a bappy
Home's levitations were o f two
Of

Sometimes the results might [ 1he partial levitations, in which he was

a ol it rcdiganii . ;
man seamed a clear cutindissobubla unity, 1y explained by thought transference; | paiged only a foot or two at most ahove

whose permanenco and dentiry admitted
naither doubt nor degreo I'o the nawor
exporimental  psvchology unity  of
CONBCIOURIIGRR 18 {1 11T .H'l.‘ﬂ"ll. 1" I8 aven
as the “alementary” nature of air, earth
and vater, tha unreasoned udgment of
ignorance. Now, the pecabar contribu-
tion of Myers to modern paychologe lins

1116

| more commonly they are attributable to  the ground, we have bhut few records, Of | gally, two of whom are practical conjurers | mich alive

able by the circumstance that Eusapia |, 4 medium who is liable to pass into
wan growing old. In view of the fact ., aneous trances. For the upper
that she receives gifts. if not alWays |copecionsness, the primary personality,

Hformal payment, constitutes a strong
[temptation to resort to frand when gen-
{nine powers fail mather than to disa ppoint
her patrons. ‘The committee found that
'there was a general opinion that Eusapia’s
| phenomena are growing less striking and
Inhllndnnr as the yvears go on.  This opin-
jon Mr. Pedmore pronounces to be scarcely
| institied.  Fighteen vears ago, he says, o4
Milan in a circle of scientific investigators
Fusapia gave a show certainly no better
than her recent performance at the In-
tutitut On the other hand in quite re-
jeent vears Maxwell, Venzano, Lombroso
land other go as you please invesiigators
Thave got all the phenomena they wanted
| While the report of this committee has
|eerainly thrown fresh light on the prob-
ilum of Fusapia and her performances, it
vdoes not furnish the shorthund notes of
lthe séances. Therefors while the com-
[ mittee cunnot explain some of the rhings
{spen and done they have not given us a
[ chance of expliining them. On the poai-
tive side this report does not advance the
[ matter at all, declarea Mr, Podmore. Such
condensed description as it affords is of
| just s0 much value as the ordinary ob-
(server's account of a conjuring trick, It
tells us only that the witnesses didn't sea
{through the trick: but it doesn’t tell us
fhow of was done

Mr. Podmore next subjects to analysis
Lthe doings and report of the committes
of three appointed by the Rociety for
Psyvchical Research to inquire into the
! performances of Eusapia.  The committes
Leonsisted of Mr. Hereward Carrington,
"the Hon. Lverard Feilding and Mr. Bag-

the real self, the man or woman whom we
| know and regard as a friend, who lives a
(#ane and healthy life among men and
wotnen like himself, who does his day's
work and fulfils his social duties this

| Tamiliar person is not repsongible for the !

| words spoken by his mouth or for the
jwriting produced by his hands in the
!trance.  Writing and speech are the work
of soe other intelligence.  In most cases
that other intelligence is unguestionably
of the same substance as the primary
consciotusness it is either & maimed and
mutilated form of it or an allotropic
modification of it. But this secondary
self, or personified subconsciousness, i« &
(being of marked characteristios, which
{display a curious uniformity, notwith-
standing the numerous diversities he-
tween the primary selves of the subjects
To begin with, the trance personality is
commonly nonmoral in the sense that
many children and some savages are non-
moral. It has few seruples. It shows
little desire, perhaps has little aptitude,
for distinguishing between fact and fic-
tion: it has a childlike zest for make-
believe achildlike'spontaneity of dramnat ic
faculty and uses whatever material it
can find or inven! to support its self-sug-
gested phantasies. It presents ue, in a
word, with the supreme example of art
for art's sake. 1ts motive foree appears
to be a childlike vanity which will not
permit it to say "I don’t know" but pre-
fera any kind of disingenuous evasion to a
plain confession of ignorance.
this dream self, which wakena when the
true self 14 asleep, has some faculties very
It frequently shows an ab-

fraud on the part of the percipient or to the complete levitation of the mediom, ! and all three of whom have exposed the |Bormal cunning in fishing for information

| & miseonception, common enough in the | where he wassai itobe borme to the ceiling, |

| hypnotie trance, of the sourea from which | or even in more extruordinary flights, we

| he obtained his information
: argument
| prove

.\l_\wrﬂ'nrhuvu numerons accounts, and (his phe-
in sound and  may ultimately | nomenon is one of the most p ersistent v af-
fruitful; but the data at present are | firmed of all spiritualistic mareels

trickery of medums.  Their practical
experience ia unrivalled, he saya, their
record i as nearly as possible perfect;
Ino other record of the physical phenomena
"of apiritualism is of any value heside it

pedmand wholly insufficient and hardly any fresh | most famous incident was when Home was
Ah Bt ane ‘H' | evidenoe of these hypothetical powers of | sBupposed to have gone out of one window
ONRCIGHSNOE

Hhu imprisoned soul has been adduced [and in at another

' Yet his analvsis demonstrates that the

hare: He fully recognizes and
[record s at eritical moments incomplete

the fact that humr

we

|and marvellous ingenuity in  piecing
together the scraps so gained. ‘o this
must be added that in many ca-cs we
have in the utterances of the secondary
self proof which it ie almosat impossible
to gainsay of a faculty by which this
UDCANNY mMonster can on occasion read
the secrat thoughta of those who consult |

Again, |

Mre. Verrall and Mrs. Holland are too
numerous and too detailed to be accounted
for by chance. Even the casual reader
will be murprised by them, we may re-
mark. Whatever interpretation may be
given to these curious writings, we are
forced to recognize, says Mr. Podmore,
something extraordinary to be explained.
It may ultimately be proved that there is
no indication of postmortem agency, but
to prove that it in necessary to assume the
action of living minds upon one another
of an unprecedented kind. From avery
point of view these remarkable records
are worthy of careful study.

Among the most recent evidence are
characteristic utterances ascribed to
Myers by the medium (Piper) which dis-
played an intelligent and in many par-
ticulars intimate knowledge of some of
the classical poets. especially of Ovid and
Virgil—a knowledge which far exoceeded
that of his interlocutor who had arranged
the sittings with Mrs. Piper. This Mr.
Dorr did not think that the trance con-
soiousness was able to tap his mind for
facta and thoughts and rarely il ever
got subliminal impressions from his mind;
and indeed he found many of the allu-
sions during the sittings unintelligible
at the time, while others which were in
accordance with the legends appeared to
him incorrect.

Another interesting evidence which
led to a very curious result is that known
aa “The Sevens Incident.” Six different
asutomatic writers produced in their
script the cross-correspondence repre-
sented by the word “seven.” This was in
April, 1808,  Apparently there waa no
great mystery involved; but a Mr. Pid-
dington, who has done invaluable work
in deciphering these correspondences

furnished the clue to the puzzle and inci-
dentally exploded one hope which the
Paychical Researchers had been relying
upon for evidence of life after death.
It will be remembered that the society
has urgently requested for many years
past that investigators shall send to the
headquarters in London a sealed letter
whose contents, known to the writer
alone, shall be of such a nature that the
accurate transmission through a medium
after the writer's death may serve as a
convincing testimony to the possibility
of other world communication. Now Mr.
Piddington on July 12, 1804, had written
such a “posthumous” letter, which had
been duly sealed and deposited at the
roome of the society. When he heard
of this cross-correspondence “seven” he
opened that letter in the presence of Miss
Johnson (who edited Myers's great work)
and it read in part as follows: *If everl
am & spirit and if 1 can communicate 1
shall endeavor to transmit in some form
or other the number Seven. * * = 1
should try to communicate such things
as ‘The seven sleepers of Ephesus,’ ‘Unto
seventy Llimes seven,'” ‘We are seyven,'
&c.” Twoof the seers reproduced, “We
are seven,” one got seven in combination
with seventy-seven, and there were other

t thongh indirect nature

1t seems hardly possible to doubt, de-
clares Mr. Podmore, that the idea of
“seven” which runs through all the auto-
matists’ utterances was derived ulti-
mately from Mr. Piddington's mind. On
the other hand the posthumous letter
left by Hodgson proved to be when un-
seilend  absolutely unlike the commume-
'cation which purported to come from
him in the spirit world  Speaking of Mr
I Piddington's letter, onr author says that
whatever the explanation of this particu-
lar series of coincidences he sees no evi-
denca whatever to justify the assump-
tion, even provisionallv, of a direct in-
telligence other than those of the automa-
tists concerned . It would appear, on the
{contrary, that this case has important
| bearings upon the interpretation of the
levidence as a whole Not only does it
Cvimdicate in the least equivocal fashion
the action of telepathy from the living but
|it further invalidates by anticipation all
"the evidence for the agency of the dead
! which might have been derived from the
posthumous letters and has thus de-
y prived us of what would have seemed an
limportant though not of course a cru-
[cial test.

Vi,

Our author deema it important to con-
sider what may be called the machinery
~of the trance communications—the “con-
trols” of the mediune and says that in
cases of secondary personality and so
forth the new congciousness is apt to as-

and in hunting down obscure allusions, ]

correspondendes of & highly interesting |

know 1t 18 a highly composite and unstabile
thing, having neither complotensss nor
essential unuy. 1o employ his own
aimile, consciousness 15 a solection, like
tha vipible spectrum, accidental, inter-
rupted and variable, from a much larger
potantial whole, But to him the surface
consciousness, the only thing we know
an conpciousness in ordinary 1ife, 18 com-
paratively unimportant.  Tha subliminal

conaciousness ha supposes may ombrace |

& far wider range both of physiological

and of psychical activity than is open to |
with
flows |
Blaepn
mers |

normal personality.  Conformably
this view a stream of ¢onsciouspess
like an underground river within us;
is no longer 1o ' o regarded as the

since his death. Let us admit, says Mr
| Podmore, that it is wholly a question of
ovidenae. But so far as the evidence at

accounts of the three persons who were
present, Mr. Podmore arrives at the con-

After analyzing the |
| attendant circumstances and the Beparate |

and at almost every point leaves ohvious
loopholes for trickery. The dilemma
with which the committes confronts us
must, it would almost seem, be accepted

present gaes clairvoyance and precog- | clusion that Home found in these YOUNg | aa inevitable: either there was a display
nition are mere chimeras and telapathy | men specially suggestible witnesses, and | of some hitherts unrecognized force or

may be no more than a vestigial faculty | that what no doubt happened was that ! o witnesses were hallucinated. Now, |

[to remind us, like the prehensile powars of |

(

| the nawly born infant, of a time when
| man was in the making

abeyvance of waking activitias, but as a | understood, :“I‘ i Ay -
phase of personality with characteristics the oldar spiritualism Few, he m'wn.
definitely ite own; ‘crystal vision, the|even of those who believe in the genuine-

hvpnotic trance, hystaria and alliod states
apen a door into the hiddan lifs; and the

improvisationa of genius are sudden out-
bursts of subterranean forces.  This the-
o1y claims to ba founded on induction from
uhsarved facts.

I'here wre indications, however, Mr
Podmore save. that in it8 author's mind
the concaption awed less to intduetion than
1o analogy with the states observed in
hiv=terc-epileptic patients

Inthat larger
potential consciousness which as we have

warrant for mferrmg surrounds the nar- |
|

rowest personality which suflices for our
coervday hife Myers helioved  himself 1o

discorn traces of facultios too large for |
terely terrestrinl needs, and signs of o |

ing power wise with more than human
vesight Thearghiment may be admitted
hivee cogeney if the premises can
~tabilispied Lt spart
and fron
listent fae Ity CICrEIng in
o through planchorte and the

fi
L hao
[ fronm

vl Clses
st s of

dremins

certiin
A lew sparaed e

nese of Eusapia's feats are now disposed
| to attribute them to the ageney of spirits
incarmmata,  But it is a historieal faot
that the physical and the psychioal mani-
featations have alwaya hean closely asso-
ciated together; that the peculiar physio-
| logieal or psyehical temperament which
| has predisposad its possessor to auto-
|mm i utterance has also commonly pre-
disposed him to move tahler and play on
"musical straments  in the dark., In
}rmlﬂr to attain something like a proper
perspective of Eusapia Palladino's recent
{ foats our anthor has selooted the career
yof David Douglas Home as the hest rep-
resentative of these phenomena in the

|rast
savs, will deny that 1n Homae the case {s
presented at its hest. No medium ever
performed more remarkable feats or
befora witnesses so distinguished and so
competent . Further, Home stands alone
Cimong phyvsieal medinms in that he was
never axposed in frandulent practioces,

veystal, there An SCRDLY support for 1|,..i Mr. Podmaore onters somewhat exten-
assumption of a hidden personality in | givoly into the life history of Hume or
tiinit Phieve s hintle exidenes, in ot Ler [ Harms, as he later profarred to spell his
words, thit m nortial persons there is | pame. 1t will suffice for our purposo here

helow the sunrface any sequence of memn
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the name of A secondary personalin

thavres -
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aned or so stabile s to deser ve

s and
still less evidonce of interferenen

to mention that apparently a very great
ghiure of his siecess was dua 1o his re-
| markably ploasing personality,  His ehiof
charncteristios, says Mr Podmorn, seam
to have boan a childlike  spontaneity,

with the aperations of the workadioy sglf | gavery and frankness and an overflowing
hy nehesubterrancan suencies e warmth of affection for those around him.
Pt ot bty e manifestations of the UPhoso gualities, toget her with the exoercise
recondury consciousness,  autoratisim, ' of s wonderfil powors, securad  him
the ublinimael self, or whitever elas s throaghon his life the friendship and
honing el ' it m nlescore paronaga of many parsons of  wealth
th covplomed sdeguetely upoto gnd distinction. He married two wealthy
@ LM i The terms of physioloy wornen among hisot her achieyvements: and
ik s eencerned e mast s e shortly after the second marriage,
A 1L Horhe Fametionimg of lawer ! he rotired inta privite hife, hroke with
oer: W RN es. o)

dermant tracta of corebral tissue
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modt o his old 1risnds, and died i 1858,
The engaging personality of the map

No wall informed spiritualist, he |

{ feats of Fusapia Palladine and the trance  verdict i that no supernormal « splana
messages of Mre. Piper may be rightly | tion would seem to be  required

|

Home, having noisily openea the window
in the next room slipped back under eover
of the darkness into the séance room, got
behind the curtaing, opened the window
and stepped on to the window ledge

The

Podmore summarizes | «ffect produced on the observers is cer-

tainly remarkable, he admits, and the
illusion, if illugion It were, I8 not egsy o
understand, But we have not the neces-
sary data for attempting an explanation.
We can only note that the phenomenon
waa vouchsafed to none but a few specially
selected witnesses,

But perhaps the most puzzling of all
Home's feats was the fire test. The eyi-
dence for this is fairly abundant and of
good quality. In one case, for example,
Home ig asserted to have held his hand
over a blazing fire for some tine, then
plunged it in and drawn outa huge i of
live, burning coal, solargethat he held 11 in
both hands. After standing for abom
half a minute behind the chair of Mr. 8. ¢,
Hall, the hushand of the witness, he placed
it on his head. Some one asked. “1s jt
hot?" and Mr. Hall replied: “Warm, hut
not hot."  Again, Lord Adare, the present
Farl of Dunraven, deseribas 4 ojpse n
which Home, “knesling down, placed his
face right among the burning coals, mov-
ing it about as though bathing in warer ®
Mr. Podmore says that it is not easyv 10
see how simple trickery conld expln
somne of the phenomena attested, in par-
ticular an incident quoted from N W
Crookes's  contemporary notes, which
consisted in Home taking a chimney from
a lighted lamp, thrusting it into the red
hot coals and leaving it there for four or
five minutes, and after asking the hostesa
to test it hy applying a mateh, which in-
stantly ignited, applying his tongue to it
We almost geem to he driven, remarks our
author, as Mr, Feilding and his colloagnes

Asl
In order that the entirely new set of  for the elongation of Home's hody, usually

L problems (still unsolved) which the last | ohserved in a dim light, but on one or two |

| dacade has presented us by the physical | occasions in adequate light, Mr. Padmore's |, t fraudulent mediumship checkered by

Uit ia elear that this hypothesia of collee-
tive hallucination is very much in the air,
Cand Mr Podmore frankly states that he
"only puts it forward provisionally. But
Lit 18, at any rate, he sava, in better case
than the hypothesis of a new forea.  That
| rests on the sole foundation of sixty yvears

a fow baMing and hitherto unexplained
feats like those now under review. It
has no analogy and no support from out-
| side, There is one way, and only one way,
|in which the operation of a new foree in
| this dubious region can be substantiated
{0 the satisfaction of sober minded men.
‘: When Sir W. Crookes was about to under-
take a similar investigation he indicated
| the principles which should guide scientifie
research in this fleld: “The spiritualist
Ltells of flowers with fresh dew on them,
of fruits and living objects being carried
throngh cloged windows and even solid
brick walls, The scieptific investigator
Inaturally aska that an additional weight
1||l’ it be only the thousandth part of a

grainy be deposited or. one pan of his
balanes when the casr g locked. And
Hhe chemist asks for the thousandth of a
grain of arsenic to be carried through the
Inides of a glass tube in which pure water
in hermetically wealed ™ Mr. Podmore
sums up the matter as follows: “Let re-
newed and again renewed attempts be
made to procure physical effects under
automatie check and automatically re-
carded, and until suecess is obtained let
"is leave Eusapin in a decent obscurity,”
i He adds a brefl posteeript about the in-
Ltoresting exposture of Fusapia's methods
fin New York last December, declaring
that the result merely confirms the view

he has set forth
|

! L

Kook L having been devoted (o a cone
| sideration of whether the phenomena of
[spiritualism are tricks and illusion, or
i proofs of & supernormal agency, Book 11,

Lenters upon a region whera the problems

have suggested in their report on Fusapia's | presented are much more complex, so

manifestations, to necept the altermatives
of a new foree or a collective hallucinag -
tion to cover these three aets of phenom
ena.  But if we add all 1.0 other phe-
nomena vouched for by competent wit
nesses, including Sir W, Crookes himself,
and allaw ourselves to he guided by tey-

reatrial analogies at all, we must suppose

complex, indeed, that there seemas little
lkelhood, says ourauthor, of a final solu-
tion being attained o thia generation,
And the guestion of fraud, apart alto-
gether from eihical considerations, as-
sumes considerabils importance. Mr. Pod-
more beging by stating as emphatically as
poesible that it seema to him incredible

her as an oracle.

A} B
After analyzing the mediumship of the

aon, who aided the P, R. 8. with her

to ROMe more recent communicators,
which include Fdmund Gurney, F. W, H.
Myers and Dr. Richard Hodgson, all
intimately connected with the society.
It would be natural to expect spirit com-
munication from these men if such
messages were possible after death, As
a matter of fact messages have been
received, especially since the death of
Myers, but as the main facts of the lives,
the personal relationships, the published
works and the mental antecedents gen-
erally of these men are known to the
trance intelligence, the region known to
the medium is very much narrowed, and
the opportunities for test questions are
proportionately reduced. Undoubtedly
the best results have been obtained from
Hodgson. Taken as a whole, says our
author, the corregpondences (in a séance
which ha reproduces in detail) are so
numerous and precise and the poesibility
of leakage to Mm. Piper through normal
channels in many cases |s soeffectually
excluded that it is impossible to doubt

agency of some kind either telepathy
by the trance intelligence from the sigter,
or some kind of communication with the
dead. But the dramatically true incidents
given in & manner_peculiar to Hodgeson
and utterly unlik® any one else are
diluted with a very large amount of in-
ferior matter. 'The Hodgeon control
makes many incorrect statements and
endeavors to conceal his mistakes by
apparently disingenuous evasions. He has
promised to reveal the key to the cipher
in which many of the private papers left
behind him by Hodgson are written,
but he has not done wo. It will be peen
that the problem of proving the authen-
ticity of the alleged communicasions from
the dead is by no means a simple one,
Much the same may be said for the
experiments known as “cross-correspon-
dences,” in which three mediums, sepa-
rated by such distances as India, England
and Italy, were employed in combination,
Some of the correspondences are striking,
although the careful study of an expert
in generally required to set forth the
allusions of the utterances to those of the
cooperating medium or mediums. M.
Podmore declares that the coincidences
of thought and expression in a series of
sittinge participated in by Mre. Piper,

that we have here proof of a supernormal !

'sume a new name. There can be no ques-
tion in most cases that the assumption
jof a new name is merely, so to speak, a
kind of illegitimate inference drawn by
||hn traneformed consciousness; it feels

wall known Mra. Piper andof Mrs. Thomp- | itself a new creature and demands there- }

fore a new name. There ia no reason
| so fashionable in American spiritualistic
circles—and the names of the mighty dead
also affected in these circles were wholly
| the creations of the medium’'s dream con-
sciousness. In some persons of mental
instability such dreams may even take pos-
session of the waking organism. There
!are abundant indications that the trance
| communications of the later mediums—
| Mrs. Piper and those of her class—are all
of the same fundamental kinship, When
the communications are oral “fishing”® for
material is always present. Now that
| nearly all Mra. Piper's communicationa
are written instead of being delivered
orally opportunities of this particular
kind (which prompted Prof. Shaler to
designate the “control” “Dr. Phinuit® “a
preposterous scoundrel®) are necessarily
more restricted, but they still occur, For
though the writing can by those who are
conversant with it be deciphered withonut
serious risk of ambiguity, it is by no means
easy to read, and this leaves it open to
the incautious sitter in his attempts at
interpretation to give a hint of the answer
desired. But the whols machinery of
communication as interpretad to us hy the
controle is directly productive of ambi-
guities of many kinds. The whole elah-
i orate machinery of control has the effect,
! whather designed with that end or not,
jof increasing the uncertainty of interpre=
| tation and affording a cloak for mistakes,
| Mr, Poamore's conclusion is that thore
|in very strong prima facie presumption
|that all the personalities claiming to
communicate through Mrs, Piper and
L other automatists proceed from the samae
|rmm|mwtm'y. In tact the investigators
themselves now recognize that the primi-
tiva theory of possession, the theory
advocated in a modified form by Dr,
Hodgeon and still held by most spiritual-
ists, can no longer be defended, If these
impersonations are not what they pre-
tend to be they ars shams and we are
faced with a gigantio system of make
belieave. The automatist without re-
proach has not yet been found. Al alike,
it would seem, are engaged day in day
out in weaving their dream romances. The
antomatiets, he thinks, unquestionably
show that they possesa information which
ooiild not have reached their conscious-
ness by normal means, and 1t is in tracing
this information to its source that the

main interest of the inquiry and the maig
burden of proof will be found. What}ar
the faculty of supsrnormal percej: -
oonstitutes a real difference heiw,..
Mrs. Piper and the majority of har jrai
eoessors it is difficult to say.

The analysis of cases whara information
unknown to the sitter was given by .
trance intelligence scarcely adda streng:
to the hypothesin of epirit coniral
every case the information given « ..
or may have been within the knowled
of some living mind. In many cases
ciroumstances point to somoe form o
telepathy between the distant agent -
the trance intelligence, mediated, a<
would seem in all cases, by the Preser
of & common acquaintance in tho per.oy
of the sitter. That a disembodied sy
should be able to read the mind of 4 livine
person at a distanoe can only reom mosa
probable because we know nothing ab -
disembodied spirita and our fancy = {rea
to dower them with any powers wa
choose, whereas we do know, or think wa
know, the limitations of our poor human
faculties. The most promising line of
inquiry at the present time would ssem
to oonsist in the possible indications ot
a directing and organizing intelligence
to be found by careful comparison of thae
scripts of several automatists. But if &
final verdiot must be defarred unti|
further investigation shall have enlight-
ened our ignoranoce and shall enable us
to give a decisive answer to the question
whether these dark rayings procead from
the dead or the living, we may recognize
at onoe that there are other if perhaps
less momentous issues involved. which
concern our interests. No person who
oarefully studies the records would think
it possible to attribute all these numerous
and well attested coincidences to fraud.
ulent design. If we rejoct, for the present
at any rate, the explanation suggestad by
many of the utterances themselves, that
of communication from the dead, we
must seek for some other cause adequate
to the effocts. There remains oniy the
agenoy which has been provisionaliy
named telepathy, but whioch no one has
yet ventured to define in other than
negative terms as communiocation apart
from recognized sensory channels. Tha
establishment of such a faculty, if only
as the vestige of a primitive mocde of
seneibility, now superseded by articulats
speech, would surely be a result worth
all the labor spent, a reward which would
go far to compensate for the loss of that
perhaps visionary gold.

POPE'S GROTTO.
The Decorations Were Contributed by
Friends and Admirers.

Fram the London Chronicle.

Pope's villa at Twickenham, which is now
to let, was the scene of the happiest years
in the poet's life. Pope was at least as
vain of his prowess as an artificial gar-
dener as he was of his poetry.

He spent years In the cvlaboration of his
grotto. "1 am as busy in three inches
of garden.” he wrote to Lord Straflord
i 1325, “as any man can be in threescora
avres. | fancy myself like the fellow that
spent his life inentting the twelve Aposties
on one cherry sione I have a theatra,
an arcade, a bowling green, and what no,
in w bit of ground that would have been
but a plate of sallet to Nebuchadnes:ar
the first day he was turned to grass ~

The grotto is the subject of one of the
most (ypically grandiloquent passages in
the writings of Samuel Johnson, who te.
marks that the poet, "being under the ne-
vesuity of qakine a subterranean passage
to a garden on the other side of the roud
adoroed it with fossil bodies and dignifled
1t with the title of a grotto; a place of silenis
And retreat from which he eudeavored
to persnade his friends and himself that
cares and passiona could be excluded. @
grotio is not often the wish or pleasure
{ot an Englishman, who has more frequent

need to solicit than exclude the sun, but
| Pope’s excavation wWas requisite as an en:
trance to his garden:and as soma men t1
| to be proud of their defects he extracted
{an ornament from an inconvenience ani
vanily produced a grotto where ne ess)
enforced a passage.”

The grotto must have had strong claims
upon its owner's regard, for it was a shrine
of friendship. Almost all the decorations
| were contributed by friends and admirers.
! The Duchess of Cleveland presented clumps
of amethyst and pieces of spar. Dr. Borlase,
the Cornish antiquary, sent native diamonds
and ores; lL.vttelton procured red spar from
lead mines: Spence gave pieces of lave
eapecially brought from Mount Vesuvius
and fragmenta of marble from the grota
of Egeria. Gilbert West gent petrifactions,
Nir Hans Sloane some fine fragments of
basalt from the Giant's Causewav, whila
less famous friends contributed verde an
figua from Egypt, gold ore from Peruvian
} mines, pebbles from Brazil, coral, humming
birds and exolic Nowers and shrubs,

Byron and Greece.
From the London Timeas.
‘he anniversary of the famous sortis
{ from Missolongh!, perhaps the most bril-

powers, Mr Podmore directs his attention | t© doubt that the Indian maidens—always | liant episode in the war of (ireek independ-

ence, was celebrated there in the presence
of M. Venezelos, the Prime Minister, who,
accompanied by M. Stratos, the President
of the Chamber, arrived this morning from
Athens. Large crowds from the neighbor
ing districts flocked into the town. which
i= gayly decorated with green boughs and
presents a most animated appearance

Shortly before noon after service in the
Cathedral a procession in which the Arch
bishop und clergy and a large number of
military and naval ofMcers took part ad
vanced to the Heroon, or public park, in
the environs, which containa a fumilus
bheneath which the defenders of the town
lis buried, and the tomb of Mark Rotzarls
Close by is the statue of Byron and the spnt
where, according to local tradition, the
heart of the poet was deposited. Here an-
other service was held and some spesches
were delivered, after which M. Stratos in
the name of the Gireek Chamber laid wreaths
on the tumulus and on the statue of the poet
{ Inthe aftarnoon the Prime Ministor « sited
thn site of the house where Ryron died
Tha building has lang since disappaared
and the desolate spot has heen invaded by
tha waters of a neighboring lagoon 1ha
Govarnment proposes to enclose the si'8
and to erect a tablet here to the menwi?
of the poet

An Author's Handwriting.

From the Lundon ¢ hraniele
The handwriting of literary men 18 3ufe
posed to have improved during recent vears,
but there are still a few with o fondness
for hieroglyphics. At a meeting
Methodist Conference in Melbourpas 10e
{other day the Rev. Dr. Fitchett, autior of
‘Deeds That Won the Empire,” anog other
popular works, handed up a resolution
The president looked at i1, turped 100
side down and roundabout, and ot enzth
gaveitupindespalr, Theglork wisy
unable to decipher it. 1 st ask !

Fitchett,” said the nresiden, "to he wood
enough to rewrite his resolution ard 100 10
make it readable. Al present (L oreson s
a doctor’'s preseription
Following a Precedent.
Fram the tientlewaman
Writea a friend from Cannes: 'l 1-~-|"f.':

story the other night at a dinner give:
which is, 1 belisve, a troe one, and as
might amuse your readers 1 pass 1 0 \
little boy wished to give s Hihleto h=: :
on her birthday, and before writine hé
name on the fiyleaf he took down s booe
from her shelf to see the proper wav i &%
ting about the matter. Literally copyiad
the first inscription that he found he wrow:
‘With the kind rezards of the author

ther




